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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is issued in response to applicant filed request for continued 
examination (RCE) on 11/12/2007. 

2. Claims 1 - 5 have been amended. Claims 30 - 64 were added. Claims 6-29 
were canceled. 

3. Claims 1 - 5, and 30 - 64 are pending in this application. 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to amended claim 1 - 5 and added claims 6 - 
28 have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

5. The information disclosure statement (IDS) was submitted on 05/01/2006. The 
submission is in compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97. Accordingly, the 
information disclosure statement is being considered by the examiner. 



Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

6. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
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has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 
10/1 1/2006 has been entered. 

Specification 

7. The specification is objected to as failing to provide proper antecedent basis for 
the claimed subject matter. See 37 CFR 1 .75(d)(1) and MPEP § 608.01 (o). Correction 
of the following is required: "computer readable media" in claim 38 lacks of antecedent 
basis. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

8. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

9. Claims 31 , 39 - 44, and 52 - 57 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 01 because the 
claimed invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

The limitation "...as permitted" in claim 31; and "permitting... to be acted upon..." 
in claim 39, 52 appears to cover anything and everything that does not prohibit actions 
from occurring (also included in 1 12 second rejection included in this office action). 
Therefore, absent recitation of any code or steps for causing a computer to do anything, 
instead just ensuring there's no code or steps which prohibit it, there does not appear to 
be a useful, concrete and tangible result. 

To be statutory, a claimed computer-related process must either: (A) result in a 
physical transformation outside the computer for which a practical application is either 
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disclosed in the specification or would have been known to a skilled artisan, or (B) be 
limited to a practical application with useful, concrete and tangible result. 

"Software per se" is non-statutory under 35 USC 101 because it is merely a set 
instructions without any defined tangible output or tangible result being produced. The 

requirement for tangible result under 35 USC 101 is defined in State Street Bank & 
Trust Co. V. Signature Financial Group Inc., 149 F.3d 1368, 47USPQ2d 1596 (Fed. Cir. 
1998). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 0. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification sliall conclude witli one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

1 1 . Claims 30-31 , 33, 39-44, 40, 46, 51 -57, 59, and 64 rejected under 35 

U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for falling to particularly point out and 
distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

The limitation "...as permitted" in claim 31, 33, 40, 46, 51, 59, and 64; and 
"permitting... to be acted upon..." in claim 39, 52 renders the claims indefinite. It's 
unclear what Applicant's Intended metes and bounds of the claim are, since the claim 
appears to cover anything and everything that does not prohibit actions from occurring. 

With respect to claims 30, 31, 33, 40, 46, 51, 53, 59, and 64, the limitation 
"sending another file request by the client to the server" and the limitation "receiving the 
another request by the proxy" are unclear. Specifically, it is unclear how "the another 
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request", which is sent to the server, is received by the proxy. It is unclear whether the 
proxy is located in the server, whether "the another request" is "the another file request", 
or whether there is a missing step. 

With respect to claim 46 and 59, the limitation "...to the metadata..." (lines 4-5) 
lacks of antecedent basis. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Any claim not specifically addressed, above, is being rejected as incorporating 
the deficiencies of a claim upon which it depends. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

1 3. Claims 1-2,4-5, and 30 - 34, 36 - 40, 42 - 47, 49 - 53, 56 - 60, 62 - 64 are 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Chandrashekhar et al. 



(Chandrashekhar hereinafter) (2005/0033988 Al ). 
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Regarding Claims 1, 32, and 38, Chandrashekhar discloses a method for 
establishing identity in a file system, comprising: 

receiving a file request concerning an indicated file from a client, the request 
received by a proxy (Page 4, [0059] - [0061], Chandrashekhar); 

forwarding the request from the proxy to a file server (Page 4, [0062] - [0065], 
Chandrashekhar); 

returning a reply associated with the file request from the file server to the proxy 
(Page 4, [0066], Chandrashekhar); 

inserting, by the proxy, metadata into the file handle (Page 3 and 4, [0055] and 
[0067] - [0069]; respectively, Chandrashekhar and also see Page 4, [0077] and [0078], 
Chandrashekhar); and 

sending, by the proxy, the file handle with the metadata inserted in the file handle 
to the client, the metadata to be used in further requests to identify the client and the 
indicated file (Page 4, [0070], Chandrashekhar). 

Regarding Claims 2, 34, 47, and 60, Chandrashekhar discloses a method, further 
comprising the step of: 

using the metadata in the file handles for any of eliminating a need for the proxy 
to generate additional requests to the server to establish file identity, and for completing 
client requests (Page 4, [0085], Chandrashekhar). 
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Regarding Claims 4, and 36, Chandrashekhar discloses a method, further 
comprising: 

using an NFS file system as the file system (Page 3, [0037], Chandrashekhar). 

Regarding Claims 5, and 37, Chandrashekhar discloses a method, further 

comprising: 

using a stateless protocol by the file system (Page 3, [0037], Chandrashekhar). 

Regarding Claims 30, and 33, Chandrashekhar discloses a method, further 
comprising: 

sending another file request by the client to the server (Page 4, [0085] and 
[0059], Chandrashekhar); 

including the metadata in a further file handle sent with the another request 
(Page 3 and 4, [0055] and [0067] - [0069]; respectively, Chandrashekhar and also see 
Page 4, [0077] and [0078], Chandrashekhar); 

receiving the another request by the proxy (Page 4, [0061], Chandrashekhar); 

identifying, in response to the metadata, the client as permitted to submit the 
another file request (Page 4, [0068], Chandrashekhar); 

sending the another request to the file server and not sending the metadata with 
the another file handle to the file server (Page 4, [0070], Chandrashekhar); and 

receiving by the proxy the further reply from the file server, and sending by the 
proxy the further reply to the client (Page 4, [0070], Chandrashekhar). 
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Regarding Claim 31, Chandrashekhar discloses a method for establishing 
identity in a file system, comprising: 

receiving a first file request concerning an indicated file from a client, the first file 
request received by a proxy (Page 4, [0059] - [0061], Chandrashekhar); 

forwarding the first file request from the proxy to a file server (Page 4, [0062] - 
[0065], Chandrashekhar); 

returning a reply associated with the first file request from the file server to the 
proxy (Page 4, [0066], Chandrashekhar); 

inserting, by the proxy, metadata into the file handle (Page 3 and 4, [0055] and 
[0067] - [0069]; respectively, Chandrashekhar and also see Page 4, [0077] and [0078], 
Chandrashekhar); 

sending, by the proxy, the file handle with the metadata inserted in the file handle 
to the client, the metadata to be used in further requests to identify the client and the 
indicated file (Page 4, [0070], Chandrashekhar); 

sending a second file request by the client to the server (Page 4, [0085] and 
[0059], Chandrashekhar); 

including the metadata in a second file handle sent with the second file request; 
receiving the second file request by the proxy (Page 3 and 4, [0055] and [0067] - 
[0069]; respectively, Chandrashekhar and also see Page 4, [0077] and [0078], 
Chandrashekhar); 
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identifying, In response to the metadata, that the client as permitted to submit the 
second file request (Page 4, [0068], Chandrashekhar); 

sending the second file request to the file server and not sending the metadata 
with the second file handle to the file server (Page 4, [0070], Chandrashekhar); and 

receiving by the proxy a second reply from the file server, and sending by the 
proxy the second reply to the client (Page 4, [0070], Chandrashekhar). 

Regarding Claims 39, and 45, Chandrashekhar discloses a method for 
establishing identity in a file system, comprising: 

receiving a first file request concerning an indicated file from a client, the first file 
request received by a proxy (Page 4, [0059] - [0061], Chandrashekhar); 

forwarding the first file request from the proxy to a file server (Page 4, [0062] - 
[0065], Chandrashekhar); 

permitting the request to be acted upon by the file system in response to a 
predetermined protocol (Page 4, [0068], Chandrashekhar); 

returning a reply associated with the first file request from the file server to the 
proxy (Page 4, [0066], Chandrashekhar); 

inserting, by the proxy, a session key into the file handle (Page 3 and 4, [0055] 
and [0067] - [0069]; respectively, Chandrashekhar; and also see Page 4, [0077] and 
[0078], Chandrashekhar); and 
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sending, by the proxy, the file handle with the session key inserted in the file 
handle to the client, the session key to be used in further requests to identify the client 
and the indicated file (Page 4, [0070], Chandrashekhar). 

Regarding Claims 40, and 46, Chandrashekhar discloses a method, further 

comprising: 

sending a second file request by the client to the server (Page 4, [0085] and 
[0059], Chandrashekhar); 

including the session key in a second file handle sent with the second file request 
(Page 3 and 4, [0055] and [0067] - [0069]; respectively, Chandrashekhar and also see 
Page 4, [0077] and [0078], Chandrashekhar); 

receiving the second file request by the proxy (Page 4, [0061], Chandrashekhar); 

identifying, in response to the session key, that the client as permitted to submit 
the second file request (Page 4, [0068], Chandrashekhar); 

sending the second file request to the file server and not sending the session key 
with the second file handle to the file server (Page 4, [0070], Chandrashekhar); and 

receiving by the proxy a second reply from the file server, and sending by the 
proxy the second reply to the client (Page 4, [0070], Chandrashekhar). 

Regarding Claims 43, and 49, Chandrashekhar discloses a method, further 
comprising: 
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using a NFS protocol as tlie predetermined protocol (Page 3, [0037], 
Chandrashekhar). 

Regarding Claims 44, and 50, Chandrashekhar discloses a method, further 

comprising: 

using as the predetermined protocol a two way communication exchange 
between the proxy and the file server (Fig. 1 , Chandrashekhar). 

Regarding Claim 51 , Chandrashekhar discloses an apparatus to establish 
identity in a file system, comprising: 

a proxy to receive a first file request sent by a client to a file system, the proxy to 
forward the first file request to a file server (Page 4, [0059] - [0061], Chandrashekhar); 

the file server to return a reply associated with the first file request to the proxy 
(Page 4, [0066], Chandrashekhar); 

the proxy to insert a session key into a file handle (Page 3 and 4, [0055] and 
[0067] - [0069]; respectively, Chandrashekhar and also see Page 4, [0077] and [0078], 
Chandrashekhar); 

the proxy to send the file handle with the session key inserted in the file handle to 
the client, the session key to be used in a second file request to identify the client and 
the indicated file (Page 4, [0070], Chandrashekhar); 

the client to send a second file request to the server, the client to include the 
session key in a second file handle sent with the second file request (Page 3 and 4, 
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[0055] and [0067] - [0069]; respectively, Chandrashekhar and also see Page 4, [0077] 
and [0078], Chandrashekhar); 

the proxy to receive the second file request, and the proxy to identify, in response 
to the session key, the client as permitted to submit the second file request, and the 
proxy to send the second file request to the file server and not to send the session key 
with the second file handle to the file server (Page 4, [0085] and [0059], 
Chandrashekhar); and 

the proxy to receive a second reply from the file server, and the proxy to send the 
second reply to the client (Page 4, [0070], Chandrashekhar). 

Regarding Claims 52, and 58, Chandrashekhar discloses a method for 
establishing identity in a file system, comprising: 

receiving a first file request concerning an indicated file from a client, the first file 
request received by a proxy (Page 4, [0059] - [0061], Chandrashekhar); 

forwarding the first file request from the proxy to a file server (Page 4, [0062] - 
[0065], Chandrashekhar); 

permitting the request to be acted upon by the file system in response to a 
predetermined protocol (Page 4, [0068], Chandrashekhar); 

returning a reply associated with the first file request from the file server to the 
proxy (Page 4, [0066], Chandrashekhar); 
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inserting, by tlie proxy, a cryptographic information into the file handle (Page 3 
and 4, [0055] and [0067] - [0069]; respectively, Chandrashekhar; and also see Page 4, 
[0077] and [0078], Chandrashekhar); 

sending, by the proxy, the file handle with the cryptographic information inserted 

in the file handle to the client, the cryptographic information to be used in further 
requests to identify the client and the indicated file (Page 4, [0070], Chandrashekhar). 

Regarding Claims 53, and 59, Chandrashekhar discloses a method, further 
comprising: 

sending a second file request by the client to the server (Page 4, [0085] and 
[0059], Chandrashekhar); 

including the cryptographic information in a second file handle sent with the 
second file request (Page 3 and 4, [0055] and [0067] - [0069]; respectively, 
Chandrashekhar and also see Page 4, [0077] and [0078], Chandrashekhar); 

receiving the second file request by the proxy (Page 4, [0061], Chandrashekhar); 

identifying, in response to the cryptographic information, that the client as 
permitted to submit the second file request (Page 4, [0068], Chandrashekhar); 

sending the second file request to the file server and not sending the 
cryptographic information with the second file handle to the file server (Page 4, [0070], 
Chandrashekhar); and 

receiving by the proxy a second reply from the file server, and sending by the 
proxy the second reply to the client (Page 4, [0070], Chandrashekhar). 
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Regarding Claims 56, and 62, Chandrashekhar discloses a method, further 
comprising: 

using a NFS protocol as the predetermined protocol (Page 3, [0037], 
Chandrashekhar). 

Regarding Claims 57, and 63, Chandrashekhar discloses a method according, 
further comprising: 

using as the predetermined protocol a two way communication exchange 
between the proxy and the file server (Fig. 1 , Chandrashekhar). 

Regarding Claim 64, Chandrashekhar discloses an apparatus to establish 
identity in a file system, comprising: 

a proxy to receive a first file request sent by a client to a file system, the proxy to 
forward the first file request to a file server (Page 4, [0059] - [0061], Chandrashekhar); 

the file server to return a reply associated with the first file request to the proxy 
(Page 4, [0066], Chandrashekhar); 

the proxy to insert a cryptographic information into a file handle (Page 3 and 4, 
[0055] and [0067] - [0069]; respectively, Chandrashekhar and also see Page 4, [0077] 
and [0078], Chandrashekhar); 
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the proxy to send the file handle with the cryptographic information inserted in the 
file handle to the client, the cryptographic information to be used in a second file request 
to identify the client and the indicated file (Page 4, [0070], Chandrashekhar); 

the client to send a second file request to the server, the client to include the 
cryptographic information in a second file handle sent with the second file request (Page 
4, [0085] and [0059], Chandrashekhar); 

the proxy to receive the second file request, and the proxy to identify, in response 
to the cryptographic information, the client as permitted to submit the second file 
request, and the proxy to send the second file request to the file server and not to send 
the cryptographic information with the second file handle to the file server (Page 4, 
[0085] and [0059], Chandrashekhar); and 

the proxy to receive a second reply from the file server, and the proxy to send the 
second reply to the client (Page 4, [0070], Chandrashekhar). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

14. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or deschbed as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1 5. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 



Application/Control Number: 10/803,788 Page 16 

Art Unit: 2162 

were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

16. Claims 3, 35, 41, 48, 54 - 55, and 61 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Chandrashekhar et al. (Chandrashekhar hereinafter) 
(2005/0033988 Al) in view of Ohazama et al. (Ohazama hereianfter) (US 7,225,207 
B1). 

Regarding Claims 3, and 35, Chandrashekhar discloses all the limitations as 
discussed above including a method, further comprising: encoding metadata in a form 
of a session key into the file handle. However, Chandrashekhar does not expressly 
disclose that such session expires. Ohazama discloses: a session key which expires 
after a predetermined amount of time (Col. 7, lines 60 - 63, Ohazama). It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
incorporate the Ohazama's teachings to the system of Chandrashekhar. Skilled artisan 
would have been motivated to do so, as suggested by Ohazama (Col. 7, lines 55 - 63, 
Ohazama), to provide validate the user and restrict access to the database, and to 
prevent old session keys from being stolen or reused. 
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Regarding Claims 41 , and 48, the combination of Chandrashekhar in view of 
Ohazama discloses a method according to claim 39, further comprising: 

causing the session key to expire after a selected amount of time (Col. 7, lines 60 
- 63, Ohazama). 

Regarding Claims 42, the combination of Chandrashekhar in view of Ohazama 
discloses a method, further comprising: 

causing the session key to expire after a selected amount of usage (Col. 14, lines 
7-14, Ohazama). 

Regarding Claims 54, and 61 , the combination of Chandrashekhar in view of 
Ohazama discloses a method, further comprising: 

causing the cryptographic information to expire after a selected amount of time 
(Col. 7, lines 60 - 63, Ohazama). 

Regarding Claim 55, the combination of Chandrashekhar in view of Ohazama 
discloses a method, further comprising: 

causing the cryptographic information to expire after a selected amount of usage 
(Col. 14, lines 7 - 14, Ohazama). 
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1 . Xu et al. (US Patent No. 6,324,581 B1 , issued: November 27, 2001 ). 

2. Vahalia et al. (US Patent No. 6,389,420 B1 ). 
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